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The Transfer of Guntur Sarkar

The question of Guntur Sarkar was re-opened following the death of
Basalat Jung in November 1782. Nizam Ah retained the Sarkar contraven-
ing the treaties of 1766 since the Madras Government withheld the payment
or Peshcush to the Nizam due on account of the Northern Sarkars.325

Grant, the English representative in the Court, being convinced that
Nizam was rightly possessing the Sarkar of Guntur, resigned on this account
in 1784. The Madras Government, then, sent Johnson to the Court to demand
restoration of the Sarkar and sign an agreement with regard to the payment
of arrears of tribute. The Nizam proposed to Johnson to resolve Guntur
Sarkar foregoing all the arrears of tributes on the condition that the CarnatiC
was returned to him on payment of one crore rupees. m

The proposals with a strong note of recommendations by the Bengal
Council was turned down by the Court of Directors and Johnson was recalled.
The negotiations were suspended for few more years.

Comwallis succeeded Warren Hastings. The new Governor General
had the express instructions to take up the question of Guntur Sarkar for Its
strategic importance and due to its nearness to the port of Motupalli. But,
Comwallis was not prepared to take immediate action in this respect being
apprehensive of the likelihood of outbreak of hostilities between the French
and the English, and of the French assisting Tippu Sultan against the English.
Under these circumstances, he was not prepared to embitter the feelings of
the Nizam by reopening the question of the Guntur Sarkar for the fear that the
Nizam might joinTippu. So, Comwallis wasforced to waitpatientlytill 1788
to demand the cession of the Guntur Sarkar.

The moment Corawallis felt that he was free from the fear of Tippu,
he sent Captain Kennaway to Nizam in July 1788, demanding the cession of
Guntur, taking all precautionary steps not to allow the Nizam any time to
consult his neighbours on the means of opposition, Corawallis also took care
to see that his demand had sufficient force behind it with the necessary
military preparations.127
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